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Hello First UMC Church.
Yes, church, our church is not limited to a building or even a large gathering of people. Our
church is the people. You are the church. You are not closed.
I wanted to update you on some of the things we have been doing at First while the doors to our
building have been closed. I hope you have seen some of the emails from myself as well as our
Sunday School teachers and lay leader. Our church has also cared for our shut-ins and more
vulnerable members of the congregation through cards and food. Many of you have made, and
continue to make, phone calls to one another. Keep being the church, the hands and feet of
Jesus. If you know of someone who needs more help please let the church office know. We
have folks willing to help.
Speaking of the building, we have worked hard to streamline the costs of our electric, water and
gas during this time; but the church still has some fixed bills. I encourage you to please mail
your tithes and offerings for the continued support of the ministries of the church. We still need
your fiscal support.
Lastly, under the direction of our civic and larger church leadership we will not be physically
gathering together for a bit longer. Our DS has asked that we prepare to be out all of April. I am
profoundly disappointed, but we pray this sacrifice will allow the virus to become less of a
threat. We choose to value people and to be patient. We are making a worthy sacrifice to
protect the most vulnerable.
In the meantime, I will continue emails and share our video devotions. Please watch your email
for Holy Week and Easter worship resources. Children and Youth watch your mailbox next
week for fun mail from your church.
Please continue to be the church for each other. Make phone calls. Send notes. Wash your hands
and stay safe.
~Pastor Meg
Here is the link for March 15 and March 22
https://www.facebook.com/Meg.Sweeney.12/videos/10100496490855382/
https://www.facebook.com/Meg.Sweeney.12/videos/10100500500150722/

TO MEMBERS
OF OUR
CHURCH
FAMILY WITH
BIRTHDAYS IN
April
If you do not see
your birthday on
the list, please let us know!

Apr. 1
Apr. 7
Apr. 7
Apr. 8
Apr. 10
Apr. 13
Apr. 18
Apr. 21
Apr. 22
Apr. 26

Ruby Teal
Sallie Kate Watford
Tricia Drake
Billy Bell
Doris Myfelt
Frank Martin
Frank Weathersbee
Bundy Bynum
Betty Bynum
Sarah McMaster

OUR MINISTRY FOR APRIL
USHERS: Brock Williams and Eric Johnson
COUNTERS:
Mary Jim Gunter and Patsy Black
Sallie Kate and Donnie Laird
Jane Hinnant and Steve McDonald
Roy Barnett and Jim Baughman
Acolytes: Carson Taylor and Grant Taylor
Owen Wilson and Sidney Wilson
Mary Margaret Swearingen, Walker Blackwelder,
ILenna Derrick
Liturgists: Sarah McMaster, Grant Taylor, Sarah
Bryant, Eddie Watford, and Robert Pemberton
When you can, remember to send a card, call or visit:
Brent Dorrier, NHC Parklane, Room 236, 7601 Parklane
Road, Columbia, SC 29223
Evon Estes The Crossings, Villa Room 240
2300 Clemson Road Columbia, SC 29229
Doris Myfelt 3195 Rio Dosa Drive #2103, Lexington,
KY 40509 (859)309-9284
Dot Yon Goodwin House Apt. #401, 3440 S. Jefferson
Street Falls Church, VA 22041

Lisa Lewis Meyer The Heritage at Lowman, PO Box 444
White Rock, SC 29177
Mabel Ward 320 Seven Farm Drive, The Summit
Place/Daniel Island, Charleston, SC 29452
Please, remember in prayer those serving our country in
our armed forces both at home and overseas.

Nikki Laflin, Jane Lee-Bonnett,
Barbara Douglas,Jean Allison, George
Taylor, Mike Taylor, Paul Dove,
Louise Taylor, Sylvie Hinnant, Susan Fowler-Hindall,
Marion Robinson, Lisa Lewis Meyer, Mitzie Renwick,
Marie Wood, Frank Martin, Brent Dorrier, Kenny
Martin, Lynne Moore, Dean Gaddy.
People will stay on the prayer list one month. If after
their four weeks you would like the person to stay on
the prayer list, please call the church office.

You can listen to our sermons on our
website! The audio version can be found
on our website at
www.firstumcwinnsboro.com
Visit us on Facebook, too!

Pastor’s Contact Information: Email:
1stumcpastor@gmail.com Phone: 828-442-6032
Blog: cultivatefaith.blogspot.com
Pastor’s Office Hours: Monday, Wednesday, 8:00
am – Noon, Thursday 8:00 am-11:00 am, Tuesday,
out of office for Lectionary meetings.
Visit www.firstumcwinnsboro.com to see the
calendar for the entire year.

Sunday School 10:00 am Children’s Music
Ministry – 10:30 am Worship Service – 11:00 am

2020
Sunday

5
Sunday School and
Worship Cancelled

12

Monday

Tuesday

6

7

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1

2

3

4

8

9
Maundy
Thursday
Family Night
Supper and
Communion
Cancelled due
to Covid-19

10

11

16

17

18

24

25

Holy Week
services have
been cancelled
due to Covid19
13

15
Finance 6:30
p.m.
Cancelled

14

Easter Sunday
Sunday School and
Worship Cancelled

19
Sunday School and
Worship Cancelled

20

21

26

27

28

Sunday School and
Worship Cancelled

Wednesday

22
Administrative
Council 6:30
p.m.
Cancelled
29

Easter Egg
Hunt at
Gwen
Harden’s
Home
Cancelled

Susanna
Wesley Circle
7:00 p.m.
Cancelled
23

30
Blessing Box
meeting 10:00
a.m.
Cancelled

Check on your friends and neighbors. Pray for them. Pick up the phone and check on loved ones.

A little bit about Rev. Steve Elkins
We would like to introduce you to our new pastor, Rev.
Steve Elkins. Rev. Steve comes to us from
Missouri. He is currently Senior Pastor at Faubion
United Methodist Church in Gladstone, Missouri. He
will start June 28, 2020. Please join us in praying for
his smooth transition to First United Methodist and to
Winnsboro. He will be joined by his wife,
Stephanie. He is a grandparent and we are eager to
learn more about his family. This is Rev. Steve's
second career. He is a veteran and we look forward to
learning more about him upon his arrival June 28.

**************

First United Methodist Church
109 West College Street
Winnsboro, SC 29180
803 635 4087

Dear First United Methodist,
This month marks the beginning of the fourth year of the Blessing Box Ministry. This is possible only because of your
faithfulness and the grace of God.
Over the past twelve months, we have distributed a total of 913 boxes to the citizens of Fairfield County. Each month
we prepare and give out up to eighty bags filled with cleaning supplies, paper products, and personal hygiene items. We
were also able to provide fans, blankets, and “gently used” coats to our neighbors in need.
The Blessing Box committee is so grateful to our partners in this endeavor to ease the plight of our less fortunate
citizens. Together we are making a difference in some lives. Now more than ever, the need is great. Help us to help
others.
Thank you and may God hold you in the palm of his hand,
Jane Hinnant for the Blessing Box Ministry

Bishop L. Jonathan Holston, resident bishop of the South Carolina Conference of The United Methodist Church, released
this statement regarding the latest guidance in response to the coronavirus outbreak in our state:
My friends, coming together in worship is central to the practice of our Christian faith and to
our identity as the people called Methodist. It helps us fulfill our responsibility to honor God
and to be in community with God’s people. However, when coming together poses a
potentially serious threat to our health and to the health of those around us, it can become a
hindrance to our mission of making disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the
world.
The federal Coronavirus Task Force now recommends avoiding gathering in groups of more
than 10 people as part of the effort to stem the spread of coronavirus. This already has
affected the communities where we are in ministry. Schools are closed, restaurants and
businesses are operating in ways that minimize personal interaction, and public events have
been canceled or postponed.
In light of the latest guidance – and after consulting with The Cabinet today – I recommend that leaders of each local
church suspend in-person worship services and all gatherings, meetings and events, effective today through March
31, 2020. Please know that I do not make this recommendation lightly.
Does this mean we cannot worship together? Not in today’s digitally connected society, when modified forms of worship
are possible. Many of our churches live-stream their services online or through social media sites. Your church can do the
same – or you can follow a live-stream service from another South Carolina UMC.
To help local churches continue in ministry through this temporary upheaval, we have created a Coronavirus Resources
page – umcsc.org/coronavirus – where you can find information including:
•
•
•
•

How to live-stream worship services on Facebook, YouTube and through other online means.
A list of South Carolina churches that already are live-streaming.
Best prevention practices for personal hygiene and facility sanitation.
The latest updates from the conference, DHEC and the CDC.

I want to remind all South Carolina United Methodists that, while we might not be coming together to worship, our local
churches and broader ministries will continue to operate. When we joined The United Methodist Church, we vowed to
faithfully participate in the life of our local congregation through our prayers, presence, gifts, service and witness.
Please continue your participation in whatever way you safely can. Here are some suggestions:
•

Volunteer to help your pastor check in – by phone, text, email or through social media – on homebound church
members and others who might feel even more isolated during this time.

•

Ask your pastor if you can do something from home to support the church’s ministry in the community.

•

Maintain your giving at whatever level you are able, whether through e-giving or by mailing a check.

•

Pastors should make sure church members know how to reach them by cell phone, email or other methods.

While these latest developments are certainly disrupting our routines and have the potential to increase anxiety, I
encourage everyone to continue to follow the guidance of state and federal health officials.
And, most importantly, please continue to pray for those affected by this illness and those experiencing stress and anxiety
because of the ongoing crisis, for the medical professionals treating and caring for them, and for those working diligently
to ensure a healthier future for all of us.
Grace and peace,
L. Jonathan Holston
Resident Bishop

CELEBRATING EASTER AT HOME
By Cindy Solomon (printed through UMC.org)

Holy Week and Easter traditionally provide a wealth of opportunities for remembering, meditating and celebrating at
church. Adults may set aside time for more intense prayer, study and service. But what do families, especially those with
younger children, do at home for Holy Week and Easter?
"While many families celebrate Advent in the home, it may be harder to observe Holy Week at home," acknowledged
Lynn Gilliam. "After all, it's much easier to talk with our children about the baby in the manger than it is to discuss Jesus'
death and the events leading up to it. But just as the observance of Advent helps us to prepare for the celebration of
Christmas, observing Holy Week helps prepare us for the joyous celebration of Easter."
Gilliam, senior editor of Pockets, a magazine for children published by The Upper Room, shared several ideas to help
families journey toward Easter together and then to make Easter a season long, rather than one-day, celebration.
Have simpler meals. Fasting, one of the most ancient spiritual disciplines, is not appropriate for everyone, certainly not
for young children. But simplifying meals can remind everyone of the solemnity of the week leading up to sunset on Holy
Saturday. Simply eliminating desserts is an easy way to do this. Talk to your children about how giving up something we
enjoy can remind us of Jesus' giving up his life for us.
Read together about the events of the last weeks of Jesus' life in your Bible. Children who are old enough and enjoy
reading can read some of the passages to the family. "Easter Eggs with a Difference" provides one way to read many of
the pertinent passages with your family and talk about them.
Add the events of Holy Week to your family prayers. For example, you could pray, "God, we remember today how
Jesus served his friends by washing their feet. Help us to serve others, too."
On Easter Sunday, Make "Christ is risen!" banners to hang around the house. Have a special food. If fresh flowers — a
colorful symbol of new life — are available, bring some in to decorate the spaces where your family gathers. Teach your
children the traditional Easter greeting "Alleluia! Christ is risen!" and the response "The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia!"
Other ideas include:
•

Give up technology (TV, cell phones, Internet) for a period of time and spend that time as a family engaged in
community service. (This is another way to teach children about fasting.)

•

Use an age-appropriate Lenten Bible study or read The Legend of the Easter Egg (Zondervan) by Lori Walburg.

•

Plant seeds (marigold, petunia or grass seeds) in an eggshell carton filled with dirt; sprouting seeds send a clear
message to children of the power of new life.

•

Check Pinterest and online blogs for Lent- and Easter-related craft ideas.

•

Host an at-home foot washing ceremony on Maundy Thursday using the account of the Lord's Supper in John
13:1-11. Washing someone else's feet, especially for children to wash their parents' feet and each other's, can be a
powerful experience.

•

Watch the sunrise together on Easter morning (the time of day the Resurrection was discovered)

During Lent, Holy Week and Easter, children may ask pointed and difficult questions about why Jesus had to die or the
events leading up to his death and Resurrection. While parents should be mindful about how they talk about the details,
children can process them when shared appropriately.
"Children are open to the cycle of life and the reality that everything has birth and dies," said Melanie C. Gordon, director
of ministry with children at Discipleship Ministries. "We only need to make it simple for them. Talk to them in terms they
will understand.

"One way to engage children in looking at the cycle of life during Lent," Gordon offers, "is through a camera lens by
seeking out images that help us turn to God." The Florida Annual Conference invites people to post pictures to social
media that relate to daily devotions on their blog. This is an excellent way to use media as a positive tool," Gordon says.
Sharing the painful and sad story of Good Friday with your children can be challenging. "We talk about the day Jesus
died, that he died on a cross and that it hurt," said Mark Burrows, director of children's ministries at First United
Methodist Church in Fort Worth, Texas. "But we don't focus on what people did to Jesus. Instead, we focus on what Jesus
was doing for them — blessing the people, asking God to forgive, even blessing another who is on the cross."
Burrows reminds parents "children can't un-see images or un-hear words." He continues, "I work very hard to be honest
without being graphic." During these conversations, it's good to remind children that sometimes feeling sad is OK and that
God is with us even in our sadness.
Easter is a season
To continue the celebration throughout the Easter season, Gilliam suggested "creating a family worship space — a table, a
corner of the family room, wherever the family can gather — if you don't already have one. Decorate the space for Easter
with symbols of new life — flowers, a budding branch, pictures of butterflies or baby animals (invite children to draw
these or cut them out from old magazines), etc. In the days following Easter Sunday, gather there each day as a family to
pray together and read a short passage of scripture about the events following the Resurrection."
Another post-Easter Sunday activity is to practice kindness and helping others. This could range from delivering flowers
leftover from a church service to homebound people in the community to writing notes letting individuals know your
family is praying for them to baking cookies for the neighbor next door. The number of people who could use Easter
cheer is almost limitless and the joy of Easter is good news for all.
Burrows offered an interesting idea churches might consider.
"When I was a kid," he said, "one of the coolest things after Easter was to find that one chocolate egg that had gone
unnoticed. It was like a little bit of Easter had snuck into the following week.
"I wonder what we could do as church leaders to have a few ‘Easter eggs' hidden away. Maybe the choir doesn't do all
their greatest 'hallelujah hits' on one morning, but saves some for the following week or two.
"Then, don't ‘advertise' it. Members who show up the Sunday after Easter are rewarded with a little something extra. If
you do this every year, people start to catch on. They think ‘Hey! This place doesn't simply trot out their finest one
Sunday a year and then go back to the usual. We better not miss, because one never knows what Easter eggs this church
has tucked away!'"

Color the Butterflies!

In Memory and In Honor
Win McMaster
By
Fred and Lea Weed
Bill and Linda Haslett
Eric and Jena Johnson
Nancy and Larry Stevenson
William G. and Betsy Stevenson
Peggy Ayers
Waymon Morris
By
Jack and Martha Wilkes
Fred and Lea Weed
Bill and Linda Haslett
Marion and Vickie Robinson
Eddie and Sallie Kate Watford
William G. and Betsy Stevenson
Peggy Ayers
Betty Coleman
By
Marion and Vickie Robinson
Sherri Speagle
By
Marion and Vickie Robinson

In Honor
Peggy Ayers
By
A Friend
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